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Program Notes: 
	 We all harbor a little blind philosopher inside. “The Blind Men and the 
Elephant” is an ancient parable taught as a warning for people that promote 
absolute truth or exclusive subjective claims. The simple reason is that our life 
experiences or perception can lead to limited access and overreaching 
misinterpretations of a bigger picture. In turn, each creates his or her own version of 
reality from that limited experience and perspective. The picture itself could be love, 
religion, art, or work. How can a person with a limited touch of truth turn that into the 
one and only version of reality? 
!
Performance Notes: 
	 The poem’s introduction should be read aloud, followed by the first/wall 
stanza. The first/wall music should then be performed, followed by a reading of 
second/spear and its performance. This continues in quick sequence until sixth/rope 
has been performed, then the closing stanza should be read. Poetry should always 
be followed by music with as little pause as needed. Performing ensemble members 
may choose to alternate narration, choose one performer to narrate exclusively, or 
utilize a non-instrumentalist narrator. I recommend that the flutist read the narrative, 
as they will not have to deal with reed maintenance during pauses. 
!
Robbie McCarthy (1989) is quite possibly the world's only hybrid composer and 
professional LEGO builder. He is the winner of the 2011 Atlantic Coast Conference 
Band Director's Association grant for young and emerging wind band composers, 
and the 2010 Remix Composition Competition sanctioned by the Loose Filter Project, 
a movement dedicated to reframing what we know as concert music. He enjoys 
performing acoustic indie folk music, electronic process music, and everything in 
between. In his free time, Robbie can usually be found under the hood of his vintage 
Volkswagen bus, although he occasionally gets to spend time behind the wheel too. 



The Blind Men and the Elephant 
John Godfrey Saxe (1816-1887) !!!

[introduction] 
It was six men of Indostan, 
To learning much inclined,  
Who went to see the Elephant 
(Though all of them were blind),  
That each by observation 
Might satisfy his mind.  !
[First: Wall] 
The First approach'd the Elephant,  
And happening to fall 
Against his broad and sturdy side,  
At once began to bawl:  
"God bless me! but the Elephant 
Is very like a wall!"  !
[Second: Spear] 
The Second, feeling of the tusk,  
Cried, -"Ho! what have we here 
So very round and smooth and 
sharp?  
To me 'tis mighty clear,  
This wonder of an Elephant 
Is very like a spear!"  !
[Third: Snake] 
The Third approach'd the animal,  
And happening to take 
The squirming trunk within his hands,  
Thus boldly up and spake:  
"I see," -quoth he- "the Elephant 
Is very like a snake!"  !

!!!!
[Fourth: Tree] 
The Fourth reached out an eager 
hand,  
And felt about the knee:  
"What most this wondrous beast is 
like 
Is mighty plain," -quoth he,-  
"'Tis clear enough the Elephant  
Is very like a tree!"  !
[Fifth: Fan] 
The Fifth, who chanced to touch the 
ear,  
Said- "E'en the blindest man 
Can tell what this resembles most;  
Deny the fact who can,  
This marvel of an Elephant 
Is very like a fan!"  !
[Sixth: Rope] 
The Sixth no sooner had begun 
About the beast to grope,  
Then, seizing on the swinging tail 
That fell within his scope,  
"I see," -quoth he,- "the Elephant 
Is very like a rope!"  !
[closing] 
And so these men of Indostan 
Disputed loud and long,  
Each in his own opinion 
Exceeding stiff and strong,  
Though each was partly in the right,  
And all were in the wrong!
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Second: Spear h = 108
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